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This volume - :

Is dedicated to the Film as a H&ﬁm&mﬁ% art - one of the
main means of telling a story in our age. Not oaw does
Fellini consider himself primarily a story-teller,

" most great directors, from Chaplin to Antonioni -
through Welles, Carne, Clair, Bergman, etc. - are
story-tellers who use the camera as their means of -
telling it. We cannot recall any great work of art in
the cinema without a good story as its medium and

' message: From "CITY LIGHTS" and "THE KID" to
"CITIZEN KANE" and "IVAN THE TERRIBLE" - 10 -
"EIGHT AND A HALF" and Kurossawds "HUMAN
DESTINY" - we witness a long chain of short stories
and novels told in celluloid.

The lectures assembled in this volume, given in the
‘first semester of 1967/8 in the "Hebrew Technion"
University - deal with four filmsby Resnais and Fel-

lini, which constitute four of the most important lite- -

rary works of the last decade: HIROSHIMA MON
AMOUR, THE WAR IS OVER, LA DOLCE ﬁfp and -
EIGHT AND A HALF.

The works are discussed from the various aspects in

which their literary importance can be seen: Their
relevance to the problems of man in the last third of

the 20th century; namely: freedom of love and modern
libertinism; the fear of annihilation; the power and
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: E%oﬁmﬂom of forgetting the failure of the H,¢<owﬁﬂou.. -

ary in Western society; the wealth of opportunity. and

‘the embarras-de~choix in the affluent society; the
= v:mﬁmmﬁ life" mbm its suicidial pessimism.

,Hrm lectures Qme with the specific mﬂow%knmﬂﬁm 8&7

~ niques of the film authors, comparing them with the

. techniques of the novel, viewing them in the historic '

_. perspective of development of story-telling through

- the ages, from ceremony and pantomime, through. S.ul
5 bal dances and song to drama and troubadour perfor-
. mances. The printed word, as main means of commu-~
“nication for story telling was only a short episode in
T &H,m,Emﬁw thousands of years old history of literature.

' The Cinema is one more chapter in the long series of
I #m audio-visual creative forms.

.dpm Htmﬁmﬁ% importance of films in our age derives’

from (a)the absolute quantitative dominance of films

in the West (more than thousand films a year a viewed

by the average television public), and (b) the adherence
. of films to human reality. Most other art forms are de-
,.Enm.ﬁubm more and more works to "pure form™, or:

Description of a situation which is abstracted from re-
ality because it is divorced from a human process of
action and perception. The. film, on the other hand - is

.a@<oﬂﬁm most of its creations to giving a form repre-
" mmﬁﬁbm a human process of action and change. This is
- g&mﬁ literature has always done.

‘Yaakov Malkin




